Zaharis Elementary

PTO Community Meeting Minutes

September 17, 2009

Attendees: Pam Michaelson, Connie Wright, Edith Foster, Pam Kirkland, Maureen O’Reilly, Lauren Good, Marla Neville, Alena Anderson, Lori Scott, Kelly Bickle, Cindy Siems, Allison Mehr, KeriAnne Zimmerman, Kristen Hamilton, Diane Taylor, Cindy Huffman, Lori Loper

1.Meet the Board & Focus of the Board this year:  Cindy Huffman, President, introduced all members of the board and then explained the purpose of the PTO is to assist the Teachers and the School in various activities and in raising funds to help benefit the whole school community.

2. Treasurer Report:  Cindy Siems shared where we are at, financially, and our proposed budget for the year.  There was a discussion about the multiple benefits of the ECA Tax Credit Program.

3. Committees: Cindy Huffman reviewed all committees, their chairperson, and the purpose of each activity.  A list of activities and committees were attached to the agenda.  Another committee was added- Art Masterpiece, and the chairperson is Sara Coppola.

4. Carnival is coming!  October 2nd from 5-9pm.  This is the biggest event of the year!  We are still looking for volunteers and Connie Wright has the sign-up sheet for all areas in need of volunteers.

5. ECA Contributions:  The main benefit is Field Trips paid for!  This is a dollar-for-dollar tax benefit that should and can be enjoyed by any Arizona resident.  You may donate up to $400 for married filing jointly, and up to $250 if taxes are filed single.  You may be as specific as to list the school, grade, class and event.

6. We are going GREEN!  Which means that flyers will be sent home only with only children, and the youngest sibling of other families.  This way we will save paper, ink, money, and the teacher’s time.  There will also be many flyers and updates sent home via email, from class teachers.

7. Raffle Prizes:  Many attendees received free raffle prizes- ranging from Zaharis t-shirts, cinch sacks, coin purses, and entertainment books!

8. Community Member Concerns:  It was suggested- that in addition to an Academic Triathlon- we could plan a Physical Triathlon for families- with running/biking/and something else.

9. School Principal, Mike Oliver, shared his appreciation for all the parents and their service that they provide to help this school to be the successful, standout school that it is!

